
 

Teaching of reading and phonics in Year 1 
                 Willow Class 
 
Reading is a key area of focus at Trinity Oaks and a fundamental skill. A combination of teaching methods and strategies are 

used to enable the children to work at their own level and access their learning in a fun, positive and varied way. A number of 
volunteers hear the children read on a regular basis in addition to members of staff.  

The table below gives an overview of the ways in which reading and phonics is taught and supported at Trinity Oaks. 
 

Phonics Schemes Home reading 

scheme 

School reading scheme Foci and strategies taught 

Phonics Shed 
 

We will recap the phase 2 
individual sounds and phase 

3 digraphs before moving 
onto phase 4 and 5 where we 

focus on vowel digraphs and 
split digraphs. 

 

In all reading and writing 
activities children will be 

encouraged to use and apply 
their phonic knowledge. 

 
A range of internet based and 

practical learning resources 
will be used to engage and 

excite learners including 
‘Phonics Play’, ‘BBC Bitesize’, 

‘Espresso’ and ‘Purple Mash’. 

Colour book banded 
readers including 

 
Collins Big Cat Readers 

 
Oxford Reading Tree 

Snap Dragons 
 

Rigby Star 

Colour book banded readers 
 

Oxford Reading Tree and Oxford 
Reading tree ‘songbirds’ 

 
Guided Reading using Rigby Star 

readers. (Guided reading is used 
more frequently to read with 

children from year 1 onwards. In 

guided reading children read and 
discuss the same book in a small 

group).  
 

Children’s reading will be 
assessed using PM 

Benchmarking. 

Phoneme and grapheme 
correspondence (matching the 

letter/s and their sounds) 
Segmenting and blending sounds 

in words 
Comprehension 

Expression and intonation 
Constructing grammatically 

correct sentences   

Recognising and using a range of 
punctuation 

Cross-checking and self-correcting 
Sight vocabulary 

Tricky words (words that cannot 
be phonetically decoded) 

Recall and re-telling in own words 
Reading for purpose 

Common alternative 
pronunciations of graphemes 

 

 


