
Acorns Nursery Curriculum Map Autumn Term 2021 
 
This is an overview of some of the aspects of learning the children will be covering during 

their first half term. Other topics will be influenced by their own contributions, thoughts and opinions. These topics will be taught in a 

cross-curricular way, incorporating the seven different Areas of Learning in the Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum. 
 

 

Focus topics Mathematics Communication and 

Language and Literacy 

RE 

 Week 1: 6th – 10th September: 

These are a few of my favourite 

things/Colour  

 

Week 2: 13th – 17th September: 

Colour exploration and Science 

Focus 

 

Week 3: 20th- 24th September: 

Colour Exploration/Colour 

Monster/Feelings 

 

Week 4: 27th September – 1st 

October: Noah’s Ark 

  

Week 5: 4th – 8th October: Self 

Portraits , Why I am unique and 

special,  Celebrating similarities 

and Differences  

 

Week 6: 11th  – 15th  October: 

Autumn /Leaf Man 

 

Week 7: 18th  – 22nd  October: 

Autumn/Harvest 

 

 Number recognition. 

 

 Number 

representation. 

 

 Counting activities  

 

 Experimenting with 

shapes - 2D and 3D 

shapes. 

 

 

 Recognising names 

 

 Beginning to form some of 

the letters in their name  

 

 Stories and story language  

 

 Listening and attention 

skills. 

 

 Distinguishing between 

their marks  

 

 

 Why I am special 

 

 Noah’s Ark 

 

 Harvest 

 

 Birthdays and 

Celebrations 

 

 Celebrating 

similarities and 

Differences  

 

 



Topic:  

These are a few of 

my favourite things! 

3rd September 2021 

 

Acorns Nursery Medium Term Map Autumn Term 2021 
 
Prime Areas:                                                                                                               Specific Areas:                                                                                                  

                                 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Communication and Language: To begin to develop their 

listening and attention skills during small group and whole class 

activities. To begin to enjoy listening to longer stories and to 

begin to remember much of what happens.  To begin to use a 

wider range of vocabulary and to begin to use longer sentences. 

To begin to use talk to organise themselves in their play: “Let’s 

go on a bus... you sit there... I’ll be the driver.” To begin to 

understand a question or instruction that has two parts, such 

as: “Get your coat and wait at the door”.  To begin to sing some 

simple songs. To start using Makaton signs as part of our signs 

of the week.  
 

Mathematics: 
To begin to recognise numbers in their environment. To begin 

experimenting with symbols and marks representing numbers. 

To say one number name for each object as they count. To 

begin to recite numbers past 5. To show ‘finger numbers’ up to 

5. 
 

Literacy: 
To begin to understand the key concepts of print.  To begin to 

engage in extended conversations about stories, learning new 

vocabulary. To begin to engage in extended conversations about 

stories, learning new vocabulary. To start distinguishing 

between the different marks they make. To begin showing an 

interest in books.  

 

 
 

Physical Development: 

 
Fine Motor Skills: To begin developing the muscles in their 

hands and fingers required for writing eg: exploring playdough, 

daily finger gym activities, threading, cotton bud painting.  

 

Gross Motor Skills: To develop ball control through roll the 

ball activities and introducing throwing and catching to a 

partner. To begin taking part in our daily activ8 programme – 

matching movements to music.  
 
 

PSED: 
Settling into nursery and circle times. To begin talking about 

their likes and dislikes, their family, friends and people who 

are important to them. To start forming relationships with 

their new peers and adults. To begin growing in confidence and 

independence. To start recognising others have similarities 

and differences to them. To begin talking about emotions and 

how they and others might feel in different situations. To 

begin to follow the rules and routines of the nursery. 

 

Expressive Arts and Design: 
To begin experimenting with blocks, colours and marks. To start 

to explore and investigate different media and materials using 

their senses. To express themselves in a range of different 

ways through role-play and make believe, movement and singing.  
 

Understanding the World: 
To begin sharing their thoughts with their peers about their 

family and friends. To start to recognise others have different 

backgrounds to them. To begin to develop a basic understanding 

of growth and changes over time as we grow from a baby into an 

adult. To begin to recognise the importance of a clean and safe 

environment. To start to recognise our senses and to use them 

to explore and investigate. To show an interest and develop 

confidence in operating technological equipment such as the 

Interactive Whiteboard. To begin to explore how things work. 
To develop positive attitudes about the differences between 

people. 
 

Key Skills/Focus Skills: 
Settling in and establishing routines. 

Understanding of whole school and 

class expectations. 

Establishing positive relationships 

with peers and adults. 

Developing confidence and 

independence. 

Fine motor skills.  

Listening and attention. 

Baseline assessments. 

RE/Worship: 
To begin to understand that each 

person is unique and special. To start 

to recognise others have similarities 

and differences to them. To think 

about who is special to them. To start 

to recognise and talk about the 

importance of Harvest time.  

Focus Books: 

Colour Monster 

Leaf Man 

Noah’s Ark 


