
Acorns Nursery Curriculum Map  

Summer Term 2 June 2021 
 
This is an overview of some of the aspects of learning the children will be covering during their last term. Other topics will be influenced by their 

own contributions, thoughts and opinions. These topics will be taught in a cross-curricular way, incorporating the seven different Areas of Learning in 

the Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum. 

Focus topics Mathematics Communication and Language;  

Literacy 

RE and Understanding the 

World 
Summer Term 1: 

 (7th June – 21st July) 

 

 Week 1: 7th- 11th June:  

Caterpillars and the Butterfly 

Life Cycle 

 Week 2: 14th – 18th June: 

Father’s, Grandfathers and 

Celebrating Father’s Day 

 Week 3: 21st- 25th June: Sports 

Week 

 Week 4: 28th June – 2nd July: 

Mini-beasts, Megabeasts and 

Building their homes 

 Week 5: 5th - 9th July: Under 

the Sea 

 Week 6: 12th- 16th July: Art 

Week  

 Week 7: 19th – 21st July: Bubble 

Trouble and Bubble Fun  

 Link numerals and amounts: for 

example, showing the right 

number of objects to match the 

numeral, up to 5.  

 Experiment with their own 

symbols and marks as well as 

numerals. 

 Know that the last number 

reached when counting a small 

set of objects tells you how 

many there are in total 

(‘cardinal principle’).  

 Talk about and explore 3D 

shapes, using informal and 

mathematical language: ‘sides’, 

‘corners’; ‘straight’, ‘flat’, 

‘round’.  

 Talk about and identify the 

patterns around us. For 

example: stripes on clothes, 

designs on rugs and wallpaper. 

Use informal language like 

‘pointy’, ‘spotty’, ‘blobs’ etc. 

 Begin to describe a sequence of 

events, real or fictional, using 

words such as ‘first’, ‘then...’ 

 Enjoy listening to longer 

stories and can remember 

much of what happens. 

 Engage in extended 

conversations about stories, 

learning new vocabulary. 

 Express a point of view and 

debate whether I disagree 

with an adult or a friend, 

using words as well as 

actions. 

 Understand ‘why’ questions, 

like: “Why do you think the 

caterpillar got so fat?” 

 Use some of their print and 

letter knowledge in their 

early writing. For example: 

writing a pretend shopping 

list that starts at the top of 

the page; write ‘m’ for 

mummy.  

 Write some or all of their 

name. 
 Write some letters 

accurately. 

 
 Bible Stories  - including 

Noah’s Ark and the 

Creation Story 

 
 Begin to make sense of 

their own life-story and 

family’s history. 

 

 Develop my sense of 

responsibility and 

membership of a 

community. 

 

 Continue to develop 

positive attitudes about 

the differences between 

people. 



Topic:  

Nature and the World 

around Us 
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Communication and Language: To enjoy listening to longer 

stories and to begin to remember much of what happens. To 

engage in extended conversations about stories, learning new 

vocabulary. To begin to use a wider range of vocabulary. To 

begin to understand ‘why’ questions, like: “Why do you think 

the caterpillar got so fat?” To begin to express a point of view 

and debate whether I disagree with an adult or a friend, using 

words as well as actions. To continue to develop use of Makaton 

signs when communicating needs.  

 
Mathematics: To continue to link numerals and amounts: for 

example, showing the right number of objects to match the numeral, 

up to 5. To experiment with their own symbols and marks as well as 

numerals. To know that the last number reached when counting a 

small set of objects tells you how many there are in total (‘cardinal 

principle’). To begin to talk about and explore 3D shapes, using 

informal and mathematical language: ‘sides’, ‘corners’; ‘straight’, 

‘flat’, ‘round’. To talk about and identify the patterns around us. For 

example: stripes on clothes, designs on rugs and wallpaper. To begin 

to describe a sequence of events, real or fictional, using words such 

as ‘first’, ‘then...’ 

Literacy: To understand the five key concepts about print: that 

print has meaning; print can have different purposes; that we read 

English text from left to right and from top to bottom; the names 

of the different parts of a book; and page sequencing. To engage in 

extended conversations about stories, learning new vocabulary. To 

use some of their print and letter knowledge in their early writing. 

To write some or all of their name. To write some letters 

accurately. 

 
 

Physical Development: 
Fine Motor Skills: To continue to use one-handed tools and 

equipment, for example, making snips in paper with scissors. To 

continue to use a comfortable grip with good control when 

holding pens and pencils. To continue to be increasingly 

independent as they get dressed and undressed, for example, 

putting coats on and doing up zips.  
Gross Motor Skills: To continue to develop their movement, 

balancing, riding (scooters, trikes and bikes) and ball skills. To 

begin to be able to skip, hop, stand on one leg and hold a pose 

for a game like musical statues. To use large-muscle movements 

to wave flags and streamers, paint and make marks. To 

continue to take part in some group activities which they make 

up for themselves, or in teams. To continue to access Activ8 

and other Gross motor movement exercises.  
 
 
PSED: To continue to select and use activities and resources, 

with help when needed. This helps them to achieve a goal they 

have chosen, or one which is suggested to them. To continue to 

develop their sense of responsibility and membership of a 

community. To begin to become more outgoing with unfamiliar 

people, in the safe context of their setting. To begin to show 

more confidence in new social situations. To begin to help to 

find solutions to conflicts and rivalries. To increasingly follow 

rules, understanding why they are important. To continue to 

talk about their feelings using words like ‘happy’, ‘sad’, ‘angry’ or 

‘worried’. To begin to understand how others might be feeling. 

Expressive Arts and Design:  To continue to take part in simple 

pretend play, using an object to represent something else even 

though they are not similar.  To begin to develop complex stories 

using small world equipment like animal sets, dolls and dolls houses 

etc. To draw with increasing complexity and detail, such as 

representing a face with a circle and including details. To create 

their own songs, or improvise a song around one they know. To play 

instruments with increasing control to express their feelings and 

ideas. 

Understanding the World: To talk about what they see, using a 

wide vocabulary. To begin to make sense of their own life-story and 

family’s history. To understand the key features of the life cycle of 

an animal. To begin to understand the need to respect and care for 

the natural environment and all living things. To continue to develop 

positive attitudes about the differences between people. To talk 

about the differences between materials and changes they notice. 

Key Skills/Focus Skills: 
-Establishing and building old and new 

relationships with other children and adults.  
-Increasingly follow rules, understanding why 

they are important. 

-Developing confidence through whole class 

and small group times with a bigger class and 

with new people.  

-Fine motor skills –writing names with correct 

formation and pencil grip. Practicing mark 

making/developing formation. 

-Building on listening and attention skills  

- help to find solutions to conflicts and 

rivalries. 

 

RE/Understanding the World: 
-To continue to learn about and recognise that 

others may have different religions and 

cultures to them.  

- To recognise the differences and similarities 

concerning how others celebrate events.  

-To continue to develop positive attitudes 

about the differences between people  

 -To begin to understand meaning within bible 

stories such as beginning to recognise the 

meaning behind some symbols.  

-To continue to understand the importance of 

looking after our planet.   

-To begin to make sense of their own life-story 

and family’s history. 

- Develop my sense of responsibility 

and membership of a community. 
 

Focus Books: 
The Very Hungry Caterpillar 

Butterfly Life Cycles 

Ambrose Goes for Gold 

Supertato: Run Veggies Run 

Bible Stories  

 


