
Reception Curriculum Map Spring Term 2021  
Oaks Class 
This is an overview of some of the aspects of learning the children will be covering during their first term. Other topics and foci 
will be influenced by their own contributions, thoughts and opinions. These topics will be taught in a cross-curricular way, 

incorporating the seven different Areas of Learning in the Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum. 
 

 

Focus topics Mathematics Communication and 
Language and Literacy 

RE 

Spring 1 
Amazing animals! 

 
(Chinese New Year 12th Feb) 

(Pancake Day: 16th Feb) 
 

Spring 2 
New life! 

(life cycles) 
 

(Mother’s Day: 14th March, 
Easter: 4th April) 

 
 

Introducing zero (Jan) 
Comparing numbers to 5 (Jan) 

Composition of 4 & 5 
(Jan/Feb) 

Composition of 6, 7, 8 (Feb) 
Composition of 9 & 10 

(Feb/March) 
Number bonds to 10 (March) 

Comparing mass and capacity 
(March) 

Length & height (March) 
Time (March) 

3d Shape & pattern (evens 
and odds & double facts) 

(March) 

 

Speaking and Listening 
Emergent writing  

Initial sounds 
CVC (simple words) 

Writing captions & sentences 
Phonics (Phase 2 & 3) 

Sharing a range of books 

Spring 1 
Why do Christians believe 

Jesus is special? 
Chinese New Year 

Pancake Day 
 

Spring 2 
The Easter Story  

 

 



Topic: 
Amazing Animals! 

Date: 
4th January 2021 

 

 
Reception Medium Term Map Spring Term 1 2021 

Oaks Class 

 
   
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Communication and Language: 
To understand how to listen carefully and why listening is important. To use 
new vocabulary through the day. To ask questions to find out more and to 
check they understand what has been said to them. To articulate their ideas 
and thoughts in well formed sentences. To use talk to help work out 
problems and organise thinking.  
ELG: To listen attentively and respond to what they hear with 
relevant questions, comments and actions. To make comments about 
what they have heard and ask questions to clarify their 
understanding. To express their ideas and feelings about their 
experiences using full sentences, including use of past, present and 
future tenses and making use of conjunctions, with modelling and 
support from the teacher.  

 

Mathematics: 
To recognise zero and how it cannot be counted. To 
understand the value of the numbers 6-10 (recognise, 
representing, counting, more, less, ordering, subitising). 
To combine two groups to make a total (to 10). To 
recognise number bonds to 10. To name 2D and 3D 
shapes and begin to talk about their properties. To 
recognise length and height and use mathematical 
language to describe this. To recognise time.  
ELG: To have a deep understanding of number to 10, 
including the composition of each number. To 
automatically recall (without reference to rhymes, 

counting or other aids) number bonds to 5 
(including subtraction facts) and some number 
bonds to 10, including double facts. To explore and 
represent patterns within numbers up to 10, 
including evens and odds, double facts and how 
quantities can be distributed equally.  
 
Literacy:  
To continue writing letters in their name using 
recognisable/correct formation. To continue linking letters 
to sounds (phase 2/3 phonics). To continue to recognise 
and write initial sounds in words. To recognise and write 
simple words using phonic knowledge (CVC words). To 
begin to write captions and sentences using phonic 
knowledge and super-power words (tricky words).   
Focus books: 
The Gruffalo 
Owl Babies 
ELG: To write recognisable letters, most of which 
are correctly formed. To spell words by identifying 
sounds in them and representing the sounds with a 
letter or letters. To write simple phrases and 
sentences that can be read by others. To read words 
consistent with their phonic knowledge by sound-
blending.  

 

 

Physical Development: 
FMS: To develop the foundations of a handwriting style which is fast, 
accurate and efficient. To develop their small motor skills so that they can 
use a range of tools competently, safely and confidently. (cutlery, pencils, 
paintbrushes, scissors) 
GMS: To develop overall body-strength, balance, co-ordination and agility. 
To develop confidence, competence, precision and accuracy when engaging 
in activities that involve a ball. 
ELG: To hold a pencil effectively in preparation for fluent writing-
using the tripod grip in almost all cases. To demonstrate strength, 
balance and coordination when playing.   
 

PSED: 
To identify and moderate their own feelings socially and emotionally. 
To manage their own needs. To express their feelings and consider 
the feelings of others. To build constructive and respectful 
relationships. To think about the perspectives of others.  
ELG: To show an understanding of their own feelings and those 
of others, and begin to regulate their behaviour accordingly. To 
manage their own basic hygiene and personal needs, including 
dressing, going to the toilet. To form positive attachments to 
adults and friendships with peers. To show sensitivity to their 
own and to others’ needs.  

Expressive Arts and Design: 
(Link to C&L and PD) To return to and build on their previous 
learning, refining ideas and developing their ability to represent 
them. To sing in a group or on their own, increasingly matching 
the pitch and following the melody. To explore and engage in 
music making and dance, performing solo or in groups. To develop 
storylines in their pretend play. 
 
Role play area: Zoo Animal vets surgery.  
ELG:  To sing a range of well-known nursery rhymes and 
songs. To perform songs, rhymes, poems and stories with 
others, and (where appropriate) try to move in time with 
music. To share their creations, explaining the process they 
have used.  

 

Understanding the World: 
To understand that some places are special to 
members of their community. To recognise that 
people have different beliefs and celebrate special 
times in different ways. (Link to how we celebrate 
festivals differently: Chinese New Year). To recognise 
some environments that are different to the one in 
which they live (Link to animal habitats). To 
recognise some similarities and differences between 
life in this country and life in other countries.  (link to 
animal habitats).  
ELG: To explain some similarities and 
differences between life in this country and life 
in other countries, drawing on knowledge from 
stories, nonfiction texts and (when appropriate) 
maps. To know some similarities and 
differences between the natural world around 
them and contrasting environments, drawing on 
their experiences and what has been read in 

class.  

 

Key Skills/Focus Skills: 
 
Settling in after the break    
Understanding of School & class expectations 
Pencil grip and control 
Letter formation & number formation 

Linking letters to sounds to write words, captions & sentences 
Learning about different habitats. 
 

RE/Worship: To begin exploring the question 

‘Why do Christians believe Jesus is special?’  

 
ELG: To know some similarities and differences 
between different religious and cultural communities in 
this country, drawing on their experiences and what 
has been read in class.  
 

AT1: To know that Jesus taught Christians to “love one 
another”  
AT2: To reflect on how they can show love towards 

other people. 
 

 


