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“At Trinity Oaks C of E Primary School we have a due regard for our duties under 

the Equality Act 2010. We will ensure that we; eliminate discrimination, advance 
equality of opportunity and foster good relations in all areas of School life.” 

 

 

“We are committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of pupils and 

expect all staff and volunteers to share this commitment.” 

 

“The ethos of this School is to enable every child to learn and develop in a 

Christian environment; we ask all Parents of whatever faith to recognise and 
support this ethos and its importance to the School.” 
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Introduction 

The education we offer to our children in Key Stage 1 is based on the following 
principles: 

 It builds on what our children already know and can do 
 It ensures that no child is excluded or disadvantaged 
 It offers a structure for learning that has a range of starting points and 

content that matches the needs of young children  
 It provides opportunities for learning both indoors and outdoors 

 It provides a engaging activities and a rich and stimulating environment 
for learning 

Teaching and learning 

We believe that teaching and learning is successful when the following is in place 

 A strong partnership between staff and parents, so that our children feel 

secure in school, develop a sense of well-being and achievement and are 
supported at home. 

 The understanding that staff have of how children develop and learn, and 

how this affects their teaching. 
 A high expectation of what all pupils can achieve, ensuring that pupils 

take pride in their work. 
 Teacher’s deep knowledge and understanding of the subjects they teach 

and understanding of the ways pupils think about subject content.  

 Subject content which is introduced progressively  
 Well planned lessons and well organised resources which maximise use of 

time 
 The use of a variety of teaching styles and a range of approaches to 

support the different ways children learn.   

 Adequate time for pupils to practice skills and embed knowledge and 
understanding.   

 Teachers that check pupil’s understanding systematically throughout 
lessons and give clearly directed, timely support. 

 Teaching that helps children to make connections in their learning, 

actively leading them forward, as well as helping them to reflect on what 
they have already learnt. 

 Effective use of questioning to assess understanding, encourage deep 
thinking and move learning on. 

 Teachers’ ability to identify pupil’s misconceptions and ensure they are 
corrected. 

 Support staff are deployed effectively to maximise their impact on pupil 

learning (Refer to school’s guidance on the deployment of TAs) 
 Identifying and supporting pupils who are falling behind and enabling 

them to catch up. 
 Feedback which children can understand and act upon to improve their 

work. 

 Opportunities for children to take part in activities that build on and 
extend their own interests.  
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 Opportunities for independent learning and pupils feeling ownership of 
their learning. 

 Activities to learn outside the classroom. 
 Opportunities to apply basic skills across the curriculum 

 Carefully planned, challenging home learning appropriate to the age of 
pupils that consolidates learning and prepares them for future learning 

Inclusion in Key Stage 1 

In our school we believe that all our children matter and have the right to learn. 

We give our children every opportunity to achieve their best. We do this by 
taking account of the children’s range of life experiences when planning for their 
learning. 

In Key Stage 1 we set realistic and challenging expectations that meet the needs 

of our children, so that most will achieve the age-related expectations at the end 
of each year. Some children will progress beyond this point. We achieve this by 

planning to meet the needs of boys and girls, children with Special Educational 
Needs, children who are more able, children with disabilities, children from all 
social and cultural backgrounds, children of different ethnic groups and those 

from diverse linguistic backgrounds. 

We meet the needs of all our children through: 

 Planning opportunities that build upon and extend children’s knowledge, 
experience and interests, and develop their self-esteem and confidence. 

 Using a wide range of teaching strategies based on children’s learning 
needs. 

 Providing a wide range of opportunities to motivate and support children 
and to help them to learn effectively. 

 Providing a safe and supportive learning environment in which the 

contribution of all children is valued. 
 Using resources which reflect diversity and are free from discrimination 

and stereotyping. 
 Monitoring children’s progress and taking action to provide support as 

necessary. This involves for example involving support and other outside 

agencies as appropriate. 

Curriculum 

The Key Stage 1 (KS 1) curriculum for Years 1 and 2 (5, 6 and 7 year olds) is 
carefully planned to build on prior knowledge and skills learnt in the Early Years 

Foundation stage (EYFS).  Our curriculum is based on and meets the 
requirements of the National Curriculum in England and this forms the core 

knowledge, skills and understanding that pupils need to acquire by the end of 
the Key Stage.   
When planning the curriculum teachers also refer to the school’s Curriculum 

Drivers (appendix 1) These are written by school staff and reflect the school’s 
unique context.  Curriculum Drivers set out the underlying principles and 

purpose of the school’s curriculum.  In this way there is consensus about the 
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knowledge and skills needed by pupils at the end of the Key Stage and for future 
learning. 

The curriculum in Key Stage 1 is as broad and balanced as possible to support, 
promote and develop children’s: 

 Personal, social and emotional well-being 
 Positive attitudes and dispositions towards their learning 
 Social, Moral, Spiritual and Cultural skills (including British Values) 

 Attention skills and persistence 
 Speaking and listening skills 
 Language and communication 

 Reading and writing 
 Mathematical skills including problem solving, reasoning and number skills 

 Science and investigative skills 
 Knowledge, skills and understanding specific to History, Geography, 

Design Technology and Computing  

 Physical development 
 Creative development including Art and Design and Music 

 Religious Education 

Learning in Key Stage 1 takes place within the context of topics or themes.  
These are chosen to appeal to pupils and build on their interests.  Learning in a 
cross-curricular way helps children to make links between different areas of their 

learning.  Each day the children have English and mathematics lessons and we 
teach them to apply the skills learnt in these core subjects across the 

curriculum.  In this way they practise, consolidate and embed their learning.  
Information technology is used to support learning in all areas of the curriculum. 
Subject Leaders review teacher’s long-term plans to ensure that skills and 

knowledge are developed in a logical way.  They check that learning is ambitious 
and that there is sufficient progression from one year group to the next.     

The curriculum is linked to whole school events and festivals through the year 
such as learning about Diwali or Remembrance Sunday.   Learning may also 
arise from participation in a school production or preparation for a Harvest Lunch 

and the curriculum may be enriched by an educational visit, visiting artist or 
theatre production.  Wherever possible pupils learn from first-hand experience, 

working outdoors as well as in the classroom.  We aim to capitalise on the 
opportunities that arise from our beautiful rural setting, for example gardening, 

looking after animals in the school grounds and taking walks in the local area. 

Planning 

Long term planning sets out the curriculum (based on the requirements of the 
National Curriculum) each half term in Year 1 and 2.  Planning ensures that all 
subjects and aspects of learning are covered regularly, that there is progression 

from Year 1 to Year 2. It is important that pupils are well prepared for end of 
Key Stage assessments and the next key stage.  

Medium term planning is completed half termly and sets out the intended 

learning outcomes and activities in each subject within topics or themes. 
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Short term planning is completed each week by the teacher.  Planning is shared 
with Teaching Assistants and they can contribute ideas.  Planning will be adapted 

and re shaped through the week depending on assessment information 
gathered.  For example, children may need to move on more quickly or need 

further reinforcement.  Short term planning should include the following 

 The expected Learning Outcomes for the lesson/series of lessons 
 The specific Learning Objectives and Success Criteria for the lesson 

 How learning is adapted for pupils with SEN, EAL, and more able learners 
 Links to other areas of learning and prior learning 
 Key questions and vocabulary  

 Deployment of Teaching Assistants 

Assessment 

We believe that assessment is integral to high quality teaching and learning.  It 
helps us to ensure that teaching meets individual pupil’s needs and to check that 

they are making expected progress.   

Purposes of Assessment 

 The main purpose of assessment is to help teachers and pupils plan their 
next steps in learning through ongoing formative assessment of what 

pupils can do in different areas of their learning 
 This information is also used to inform planning so that teaching and 

learning is well matched to pupil’s abilities 

 The outcomes of assessment can be used to check teaching standards and 
drive improvement 

 External tests and assessments help us to compare our performance with 
other schools 

The Assessment process  

 Our criteria for assessment are derived from the requirements of the 

National curriculum and what pupils are expected to achieve by the end of 
Key Stage 1.   

 Standardised tests (NFER) developed in line with the National curriculum 

are used at the end of Year 1 and start of Year 2 to assess whether pupils 
are working towards, meeting or exceeding age-related expectations in 

reading and maths.   
 In writing teachers assess pupils’ independent work against locally 

produced assessment criteria. These have been arranged into a hierarchy 

of what children are expected to have mastered by the end of Year 1 and 
then Year 2.  Judgements are moderated with colleagues within the school 

and with other schools to ensure assessments in writing are fair, reliable 
and valid.     

 A question analysis tool is used in conjunction with NFER tests.  This 

enables teachers to identify gaps in learning and for school leaders to 
pinpoint areas of weaker teaching and learning.   
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 Data is used to track pupil progress in half termly meetings between the 
teacher and a member of the Senior Leadership team.  Pupils who are at 

risk of not attaining expected standards or who are not making enough 
progress regardless of ability, are identified and support planned. 

 At the end of Year 2 pupils are assessed in reading, writing and maths 
against the Teacher Assessment Frameworks for the end of Key Stage 1.  
The school follows Standards and Testing Agency guidance and teacher 

assessments are informed by a wide range of evidence from children’s day 
to day work in the classroom.   

 Statutory National curriculum tests in reading and maths are administered 
in May and used to confirm teacher assessments. 

 Teachers and school leaders use the outcomes of assessments (as shown 

in Perspective Lite and FFT Aspire) to summarise and analyse attainment 
and progress for pupils in KS1.   

 Parents receive a termly attainment and progress report for their child 
with rich qualitative information about what their child has achieved.  Next 
steps are shared with parents so that they can support learning.  A written 

report is provided in the summer term. 

Marking and Feedback 

The marking of children’s work forms a vital part of the children’s learning and 
progress. Marking is formative, regular and consistent and celebrates what 

children have achieved as well as showing them how they could develop further 
in their learning. We believe that marking should be a meaningful dialogue 

between staff and pupils and it forms an important part of our assessment 
procedures. We believe that the best feedback is given to pupils as they are 
completing their work.  Children are given the opportunity to reflect on and 

respond to marking comments in a way that is appropriate for their age and 
ability.  

 In Key Stage 1 feedback is often given verbally. 

 House tokens, stickers, smiley faces or a ‘thumbs up!’ may be used to 
provide immediate positive feedback to the child to celebrate 

achievement. 
 Teachers and Teaching Assistants annotate work where appropriate. 

Comments are related to the Learning Objective/s for the lesson/task 

expressed to pupils as WALT (We Are Learning To) Children should know if 
they have been successful in their learning.   

 If a child has not met the Learning Objective then a next step comment or 
suggestion for development is given. 

 If a child has exceeded the Learning Objective an extension question or 

comment may be used where appropriate. 
 Where appropriate the written comment indicates where adult support has 

been given and how much. 
 At this stage will children begin to review their own work identifying 

positives and possible areas for improvement. 

 Peer review is developed throughout the Key Stage.  
 Guidance on marking work is provided for staff including Teaching 

Assistants.  Work should be marked in a black or blue pen.  Handwriting 
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should be neat and in a cursive style.  Where pupils respond or complete 
their own assessment, this should be recorded in a contrasting colour, 

usually green.   
 

The role of parents 

We believe that all parents have an important role to play in the education of 

their child. We recognise the role that parents have played, and their future role, 
in educating the children. 

We do this through: 

 Encouraging parents to be actively involved in the life of the school 

 Inviting all parents to a meeting at the start of Autumn term to meet the 

teacher and find out more about the curriculum 

 Offering parents termly opportunities to talk about their child’s progress 
and sharing targets for learning 

 Encouraging parents to talk to the child’s teacher immediately if there are 

any concerns 
 Sharing curriculum information, including a termly overview with parents 

via the school website 
 Giving parents access to learning resources on FROG, the school’s 

Learning Platform. 
 Providing parents with a report on their child’s attainment at the end of 

the school year 

 Encouraging parents to volunteer in the classroom sharing their skills e.g. 
computer, sewing, storytelling, hearing reading etc. 

 By setting motivating and challenging homework tasks to support learning 
on a regular basis (at least fortnightly) 

 By regularly monitoring parents’ comments in reading diaries (at least 

fortnightly), updating colour banding as needed and responding to 
comments from parents 

 For SEN pupils involving parents in the writing of support plans and 
holding regular meetings to review targets 

 Inviting parents to information meetings, for example a reading meeting 

in the Autumn term and numeracy meeting in the Spring term Providing 
information about statutory assessments, the Year 1 Phonics Check and 

end of KS 1 assessments. 

 

 

 

 


