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“At Trinity Oaks C of E Primary School we have a due regard for our duties under the 
Equality Act 2010. We will ensure that we; eliminate discrimination, advance equality of 

opportunity and foster good relations in all areas of School life.” 
 

 

“We are committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of pupils and expect all 

staff and volunteers to share this commitment.” 
 

“The ethos of this School is to enable every child to learn and develop in a Christian 
environment; we ask all Parents of whatever faith to recognise and support this ethos 

and its importance to the School.” 
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Our Vision, Values and Aims 

To provide the highest possible quality of education supported by a caring Christian 

ethos’. 

We believe this will be achieved by  

 Creating an environment where children feel happy and safe 

 Developing excellent behaviour and attitudes to learning 

 Having high expectations of what children can achieve 

 Providing high quality teaching and learning opportunities 

 Creating a sense of community where parents and carers are involved and feel able to 

support their child 

 

What is the purpose of “homework” or learning at home activities?  

 

 To give parents a greater understanding of what their child is learning in school  

 To offer parents ways to be involved in and support their child’s learning. 

 To consolidate, reinforce and extend skills and understanding, particularly in 

Literacy and Numeracy.  

 To give children an opportunity to research an area of interest and be creative. 

 To allow children to progress towards becoming more independent learners.  

 

Research: What do the experts say? 

 

There is much research on the benefits of parental engagement in their child’s 

learning and their child being successful in their learning, whether in infant, primary 

or older years.  

Dr Janet Goodall, is a lecturer at Bath University. Her specialism is Educational Leadership and 

Management with particular expertise in parental engagement with children's learning. Her 

research and findings show, that parents’ involvement with the learning of their child is 

important. Research has revealed that around 80% of the difference in how well 

children do at school is dependent on what happens outside the school gates, whether 

it is in the wider community or in the home. Parental involvement can be seen in three 

distinct stages, all of which are valued but with the third stage having the biggest impact on a 

child’s achievements.  

1. Parental involvement in school: reading in class, going on trips, attending parents’ 

evenings 

2. Parental involvement in children’s schooling: helping with homework, keeping track of 

coursework 

3. Parental involvement with child’s learning: moral support, positive and supportive 

attitude towards learning, model, guide, discuss.  

 

Is home-learning compulsory? 

Home-learning at Trinity Oaks is not compulsory but strongly recommended. As children get 

older we expect them to take responsibility for completing homework tasks.  To help children 

who are showing difficulties completing the home-learning tasks, teachers will periodically 

operate a Key stage 2 (years 3-6) ‘homework club’ during school time. Teachers will invite 

children to attend.  
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Talking Matters 

Talking with children makes a huge difference to their learning. They need to learn to ask 

questions, describe, explain, consider options, negotiate, experiment and select – these are 

essential skills, which we foster in all our pupils.  Some tasks are designed to promote curiosity, 

creative thinking and discussion, to get children thinking and talking at every opportunity. 

Regular practice to be fast and fluent 

There are some aspects of learning that require regular practice, much like athletes and musicians 

practise every day in order to achieve their best. Five minutes every day on reading, spellings or 

times tables can make a dramatic difference to progress.  

What is the role of the parent/carer in supporting learning at home?  

Where possible to find space and time to sit down and talk about their child’s work and how to 

complete a home-learning task. We hope that parents will also encourage their child and help 

them to feel a sense of pride when they have completed an activity and tried their best.  If you 
ever have any queries about home learning, speak to your child’s teacher. 

What is the role of the child?  

To enjoy sitting and working with their parent / carer as they plan and talk about the home-

learning activity. To feel that sense of pride when an activity has been completed and they have 

tried their best. As children get older we expect them to take more responsibility for their own 
home learning.   

What is the role of the teacher?  

To plan a programme of home-learning which will encourage and inspire parents / carers to get 

involved in their child’s learning.  To provide opportunities for children to consolidate and 

practise their learning in school. 

How will the homework be marked?  

Teachers will mark children’s homework in a variety of ways. Work may be initialled by the class 

teacher to show they have read it or they may use a stamp or a sticker.  On other occasions the 

work may be discussed and marked orally with the child or the class. Written feedback may be 

given for longer tasks.  

What else helps you to help your child learn at home? 

School provides a range of documents and meetings to support your child’s learning at home: 

 At the beginning of the academic year parents are invited to the curriculum meeting for 

their year group 

 Information about the curriculum and the medium-term planning for each year group is 

published in the school’s website under the ‘Curriculum’ tab  

 Assessment information for each year group will be published on the website 

(expected Summer term 2019).  This will set out the learning expectations for 

each year group. 

 At the start of Reception parents are invited to a meeting on reading and phonics 

 Parents of children in Year 1 and 2 are invited to a phonics meeting 

 Parents of children in Year 2 are invited to a meeting about the end of Key Stage 1 

assessments (SATs) 

 Further meetings may be held periodically, for example, ‘Moving on with reading, writing 

and spelling’ and ‘Supporting your child with maths’ 

Life experiences - all the other amazing learning opportunities 

 

Don’t forget all the other wonderful things you do with your child to help them 

develop and learn. The list is endless…drawing, photography, learning to ride a bike, 

Brownies and Scouts, visiting a museum or gallery, seeing something amazing, 
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swimming, martial arts, sports, dancing, playing a musical instrument, singing, 

playing games, gardening, cooking……  
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Learning at Home in Oaks Reception Class 

Speaking and listening – daily 

This is a very important aspect in a child’s development and supports all areas of learning. 

Wherever possible, encourage your child to speak, listen and participate in conversations.  

This will help to improve their vocabulary and help them to explain and describe what they 

see, hear and feel.  The ability to listen well and follow simple instructions is also important. 

 

Reading  

Daily 10-15 minutes 

Children should be reading every day to help them become confident and fluent.  

As the children progress with their reading they are given a reading ‘colour’ or level.  Parents 

and children can choose books at the correct level to read at home from the home readers in 

the corridor. Books can be changed as often as needed. 

Parents are asked to write a comment in our Reading Record books and help their child to 

complete the activities as often as possible.  

Reading Records play an important role in home-school communication.  Teachers collect 

them fortnightly to review children’s progress and respond to comments.     

Reading to your child and developing an understanding of story is an important part 

of learning to read. 

 

Weekly homework task 

2 different activities will be set on alternate weeks 

 

Phonics-as often as possible 

The children bring home a bag containing words related to the letter sounds and exception 

(tricky) words they learnt that week.  The children can practise reading and writing these in 

way they choose.   

Maths-10 minutes 

 

Mathematics-10 minutes 

A maths activity will be set linked to the maths learnt in school that week.  These activities 

may involve accessing ‘Mathletics’.  If you are unsure about logging onto Mathletics, please 

speak to your child’s teacher. 

 

Rosie Rabbit and ‘Show and Tell’  

Rosie Rabbit goes home with a child each week.  The children can then share the adventures 

she has had with the rest of the class.  Over the year all the children get this opportunity. 

‘Show and tell’ is organised on a half termly rota, the children are asked to bring in something 

special to share and talk about.   

 

FROG  

‘Frog’, our learning platform can be accessed via the school website.  Each child at Trinity 

Oaks has their own user name and password. If you are unsure please speak to your child’s 

teacher.   

Children can access their ‘Classroom’ and a range of age appropriate activities to support 

their learning. 
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Learning at Home for Willow Class (Year 1) children 

Speaking and listening – daily 

This is a very important aspect in a child’s development and supports all areas of learning. 

Wherever possible, encourage your child to speak, listen and participate in conversations.  

This will help to improve their vocabulary and help them to explain and describe what they 

see, hear and feel.  The ability to listen well and follow simple instructions is also important. 

 

Reading  

Daily 10-15 minutes 

Children should be reading every day to help them become confident and fluent.  

As the children progress with their reading they are given a reading ‘colour’ or level.  Parents 

and children can choose books at the correct level to read at home from the home readers in 

the corridor. Books can be changed as often as needed. 

Children may like to read a favourite book more than once, this helps to build fluency and 

confidence. 

Parents are asked to write a comment in our Reading Record books and help their child to 

complete the activities as often as possible.  

Reading Records play an important role in home-school communication.  Teachers collect 

them fortnightly to review children’s progress and respond to comments.     

Reading to your child and developing an understanding of story is an important part 

of learning to read. 

 

Phonics and spelling 

Weekly 20 minutes-introduced in the summer term 

The aim of this task is to reinforce and practice current learning in class.  

Tasks should be completed in pencil and written in best handwriting with lead ins.  If you are 

unsure about handwriting please speak to your child’s teacher and they will provide 

resources.   

Mathletics 

As often as you wish 

 

Fortnightly Creative task   

linked to current topic 

This homework activity is linked to the children’s current topic or learning at school and 

supports reading, writing, maths, speaking, listening and creativity! 

Supervised access to a computer with internet access is recommended so that children can 

research topics for themselves.  

There is no time limit for these activities which are intended to help engage parents and their 

children with the wider curriculum. 

 

Ted Oak 

Ted Oak is a teddy who goes home with a child each week.  Children are encouraged to share 

how they spend time with Ted Oak over the weekend using writing, pictures or photographs.   

Over the year all the children get this opportunity. 

FROG  

‘Frog’, our learning platform can be accessed via the school website.  Each child at Trinity 

Oaks has their own user name and password. If you are unsure please speak to your child’s 

teacher.   

Children can access their ‘Classroom’ and a range of age appropriate activities to support 

their learning. 

 

 

 



  

Trinity Oaks Home Learning Policy Review Spring 2022   

  6 

Learning at Home for Year 2 children 

Speaking and listening – daily 

This is a very important aspect in a child’s development and supports all areas of learning. 

Wherever possible, encourage your child to speak, listen and participate in conversations.  

This will help to improve their vocabulary and help them to explain and describe what they 

see, hear and feel.  The ability to listen well and follow simple instructions is also important. 

 

Reading  

Daily 20 minutes 

Children should be reading every day to help them become confident and fluent.  

As the children progress with their reading they are given a reading ‘colour’ or level.  Parents 

and children can choose books at the correct level to read at home from the home readers in 

the corridor. Books can be changed as often as needed. 

Depending on ability children may prefer to read silently, however it is still important to 

listen to your child read from time to time and check their understanding of what 

they are reading.   

Parents are asked to write a comment in our Reading Record books and help their child to 

complete the activities as often as possible. Children are rewarded for work in their reading 

diaries.  

Reading Records also play an important role in home-school communication.  Teachers collect 

them fortnightly to review children’s progress and respond to comments.     

Phonics and spelling 

Alternate weeks 20 minutes 

Introduced from Spring term 

The aim of this task is to reinforce and practice current learning in class.  

Tasks should be completed in pencil and written in best handwriting with lead ins or joined 

depending on ability.  If you are unsure about handwriting please speak to your child’s 

teacher and they will provide resources.  A list of spelling words for Year 2 will be 

included in the Year 2 information. 

Maths (this may include ‘Mathletics’ and ‘Times Table Rock Stars’) 

Alternate weeks 20 minutes 

The new Year 2 Assessment information sets out the expectations in Maths for Year 2 pupils. 

By the end of year 2 children need to be confident with their 2, 5, and 10 times tables.   

The teacher will set a written maths task on alternate weeks.  The aim of this task is to 

reinforce and practice current maths learning in class, not to introduce new learning.  If your 

child is having difficulty, please speak to their teacher. Tasks should be completed neatly in 

pencil 

Fortnightly Creative task   

linked to current topic 

This homework activity is linked to the children’s current topic or learning at school and 

supports reading, writing, maths, speaking, listening and creativity! 

Supervised access to a computer with internet access is recommended so that children can 

research topics for themselves.  

There is no time limit for these activities which are intended to help engage parents and their 

children with the wider curriculum. 

 

Fudge 

As a reward children will be chosen to take home Fudge the class teddy.  They can then write 

about all the things they get up to with Fudge over the weekend and share this with the rest 

of the class.  Over the year all the children get this opportunity.  

FROG  

‘Frog’, our learning platform can be accessed via the school website.  Each child at Trinity 

Oaks has their own user name and password. If you are unsure please speak to your child’s 

teacher.   

Children can access their ‘Classroom’ and a range of age appropriate activities to support 

their learning. 



  

Trinity Oaks Home Learning Policy Review Spring 2022   

  7 

 

Learning at Home for Year 3 and 4 children 

Speaking and listening – daily 

This continues to be a very important aspect in a child’s development and supports all areas 

of learning. Wherever possible, encourage your child to speak, listen and participate in 

conversations.  This will help to improve their vocabulary and help them to explain and 

describe what they see, hear and feel.  The ability to listen well and follow simple instructions 

is also important. 

Reading  

Daily 20 minutes 

Children should continue to read every day to help them become confident and 

fluent.   

Many children in Year 3 and 4 will no longer need the structured progression of colour banded 

books and will select their own material from school and class libraries.  Books can be 

changed as often as needed. Reading non-fiction including magazine, newspapers and blogs 

is also valuable and can be motivating for children. 

Depending on ability children may prefer to read silently, however it is still important to 

listen to your child read from time to time and check their understanding of what 

they are reading.  You can help your child develop inference skills by asking them to make 

predictions about the plot or suggest reasons for a character’s behaviour.   

Children are expected to record their reading in their Reading Record books and 

parents can help with this and continue to add comments if they wish.  Please also help your 

child to complete the activities in their Reading Record as often as possible.  

Teachers will continue to collect them fortnightly and children are rewarded for work in their 

reading diaries. 

Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar 

Alternate weeks 20 minutes 

The aim of this task is to reinforce and practice current learning in class.  

Tasks should be completed in pencil and written in best handwriting with lead ins or joined 

depending on ability.  If you are unsure about handwriting please speak to your child’s 

teacher and they will provide resources.   

A list of spelling words for Years 3 and 4 is included in the Year Group Information. 

Maths (including ‘Mathletics’ and ‘Times Table Rock Stars’) 

Alternate weeks 20 minutes 

The new Year 3 and 4 Assessment information sets out the expectations in maths. The 

teacher will set a written maths task on alternate weeks.  The aim of this task is to reinforce 

and practice current maths learning in class, not introduce new learning.  If your child is 

having difficulty, please speak to their teacher. Tasks should be completed neatly in pencil 

Fortnightly Creative task   

linked to current topic 

This homework activity is linked to the children’s current topic or learning at school and 

supports reading, writing, maths, speaking, listening and creativity! 

Supervised access to a computer with internet access is recommended so that children can 

research topics for themselves.  

There is no time limit for these activities which are intended to help engage parents and their 

children with the wider curriculum. 

FROG  

‘Frog’, our learning platform can be accessed via the school website.  Each child at Trinity 

Oaks has their own user name and password. If you are unsure please speak to your child’s 

teacher.   

Children can access their ‘Classroom’ and a range of age appropriate activities to support 

their learning. 

 

 



  

Trinity Oaks Home Learning Policy Review Spring 2022   

  8 

Learning at Home for Year 5 and 6 children 

Speaking and listening – daily 

This continues to be a very important aspect of education and supports all areas of learning, 

particularly reading comprehension. Wherever possible, encourage your child to speak, listen 

and participate in conversations and constructive debate.  This will help to improve their 

vocabulary and ability to construct reasoned arguments.   

Reading  

Daily 20 minutes 

Children should continue to read every day.   

Most children in Year 5 and 6 will no longer need the structured progression of colour banded 

books and will select their own material from school and class libraries.  Books can be 

changed as often as needed.  Reading non-fiction including magazine, newspapers and blogs 

is also valuable and can be motivating for children. 

Year 5 and 6 pupils will usually read silently, however it is still important to listen to your 

child read from time to time and check their understanding of what they are 

reading.  You can help your child develop inference skills by asking them to make predictions 

about the plot or suggest reasons for a character’s behaviour.   

Children are expected to record their reading in their Reading Record books and 

parents can help with this and continue to add comments if they wish.  Please also support 

your child to complete the activities in their Reading Record as often as possible.  

Teachers will continue to collect them fortnightly and children are rewarded for work in their 

reading diaries. 

Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar 

Every week 20-30 minutes 

The aim of this task is to reinforce and practice current learning in class. Children should be 

able to complete tasks independently. 

Tasks should be completed in pencil/pen and written in best joined handwriting.  If you are 

unsure about handwriting please speak to your child’s teacher and they will provide 

resources.   

A list of spelling words for Years 5 and 6 is included in the Year Group Information. 

Maths (including ‘Mathletics’ and ‘Times Table Rock Stars’) 

Every week 20 minutes 

The new Year 5 and 6 Assessment information sets out the expectations in maths. The 

teacher will set a written maths task on alternate weeks.  The aim of this task is to reinforce 

and practice current maths learning in class, not introduce new learning.  If your child is 

having difficulty, please speak to their teacher. Tasks should be completed neatly in pencil 

Fortnightly Creative task   

linked to current topic 

This homework activity is linked to the children’s current topic or learning at school and 

supports reading, writing, maths, speaking, listening and creativity! 

Supervised access to a computer with internet access is recommended so that children can 

research topics for themselves.  

There is no time limit for these activities which are intended to help engage parents and their 

children with the wider curriculum. 

FROG  

‘Frog’, our learning platform can be accessed via the school website.  Each child at Trinity 

Oaks has their own user name and password. If you are unsure please speak to your child’s 

teacher.   

Children can access their ‘Classroom’ and a range of age appropriate activities to support 

their learning. 



 

 

 


