
 
 
 
Nursery Curriculum Map Autumn Term 2019 

Acorns Nursery  
 
 
This is an overview of some of the aspects of learning the children will be covering during their first term. Other 
topics and foci will be influenced by their own contributions, thoughts and opinions. These topics will be taught in a 

cross-curricular way, incorporating the seven different Areas of Learning in the Early Years Foundation Stage 
Curriculum. 

 

Focus topics Mathematics Communication and 

Language and Literacy 

RE 

Aut 1: 
These are a few of my 

favourite things! 

 
Autumn and Harvest 

(Sept/Oct) 
 

Aut 2: 

Festivals and Celebrations: 
- Firework Night (5th 

Nov) 
- Diwali (Oct 25th-29th) 
- Remembrance Day 

(11th November)  
- Birthdays 

- Advent and Christmas 
(Dec) 

Number recognition. 
 

Number representation. 

 
Experimenting with shapes  

2D and 3D shapes. 
 

Listening and attention skills. 
 

Distinguishing between their 

marks (Emergent writing). 
 

Discriminating between 
environmental sounds (Phase 

1 Phonics). 

 
Rhythm and rhyme  

(Phase 1 Phonics) 
 

Letter formation (letter of the 

week) 
 

Recognising names 

Why I am special 
 

Harvest 

 
Diwali 

 
Birthdays and Celebrations 

 

Advent and Christmas 

 



Topic: 
Festivals and Celebrations 

(Bonfire 

Night/Remembrance/Birthdays/Christmas) 
Date:4th November 2019 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prime Areas 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Communication and Language: 
To continue developing their listening and attention skills 
during one to one and small group activities (Article 13).   
To continue using spoken language to communicate their 
needs. To begin to understand prepositional language 
such as ‘under’, ‘on’, ‘behind’, ‘next to’. To continue using 
Makaton signs as part of our signs of the week and 
singing songs.  

Mathematics: 
To continue to recognise numbers in their environment. To 
continue experimenting with symbols and marks representing 
numbers and developing number formation. To be able to count 
out a small number of objects and say one number name for 
each item. To be able to match the correct numeral (number) to 
the quantity of objects. To continue exploring 2D and 3D shapes  

 

Literacy: 
To start to discriminate between different sounds in the 
environment (Phase 1 phonics). To continue giving meaning 
to the marks they make. To start to recognise the letters in 
their name and to make marks and form letters to 
represent their name.  
 

Focus books: 
Sparks in the sky (Bonfire Night story) 
The Nativity (Introduction to Christmas) 
Variety of Winter and Christmas stories 
 
 

 

Physical Development: 
FMS: To continue developing the muscles in their hands and 

fingers required for writing (link to EAD) eg: exploring dough, 
finger gym activities, threading, cotton bud painting. (Link to 
daily handwriting work out) 
GMS: To continue developing ball control through roll the ball 
activities and introducing throwing and catching to a partner. 
(link to Activate Daily Physical Program & new physical area 
outside). 
 

 
PSED: 

Links to CL, continuing to settle into nursery and take part in 
circle times. To start being able to adapt their behaviour to 
different events, social situations and routines. To continue 
talking about emotions and how they and others might feel in 
different situations. To continue to follow the rules and routines 
of the nursery and be aware of the boundaries that are set (link 
to golden rules & UNCRC 29). To start to be confident in 
speaking to others about their own needs, wants, interests and 
opinions (UNCRC 28). 

 

Expressive Arts and Design: 
 
Links to PD. To continue to experiment with blocks, 
colours and marks and to begin to give meaning. To 
continue to explore and investigate different media and 
materials. To express themselves in a range of different 
ways through role play scenarios from their own 
experiences and using make believe. To join in familiar 
and new songs/rhymes as a group.  Role play area: 
Rainbow Castle/Santa’s Workshop.  
 

Understanding the World: 
To continue sharing their thoughts with their peers about 
their family and friends. To recognise others have 
different backgrounds to them (UNCRC 14). To show an 
interest and develop confidence in operating 
technological equipment such as the Smart Board and 
other technological toys. To demonstrate the skill in 
making toys work by pressing parts to make them move. 
To be able to talk about special times and events for 
family and friends (link to birthdays and Christmas & 
UNCRC 14). 

 

Key Skills/Focus Skills: 
 
Understanding of whole school and class expectations. 
Establishing positive relationships with peers and adults. 
Developing confidence and independence. 
Fine motor skills and pencil control.  
Listening and attention. 

Name recognition and writing.  
Matching numeral (number) to quantity.  
Counting and saying one number name for each object.  
 

RE/Worship: 
To start to learn about and recognise that others 

may have different religions and cultures to 
them. To recognise the differences and 
similarities concerning how others celebrate 
events like birthdays (link to UNCRC 14 & 
Mummy Squirrel’s birthday). To start to 
recognise the importance and significance of the 
Christmas Story (Link to Nativity).  

Rights Respecting School Award 

 
Article 28: “You have the right to a good quality education. 

You should be encouraged to go to school to the highest level 
you can.” 

 
Article 29: “Your education should help you use and develop 

your talents and abilities. It should also help you learn to live 
peacefully, protect the environment and respect other people.” 

 
Article 14: “You have the right to choose your own religion 

and beliefs. Your parents should help you decide what is right 
and wrong, and what is best for you.” 

Nursery Medium Term Map Autumn Term 2 

Acorns Nursery 2019 
                      

  

 
 


