
Year 4 Overview 
Focus – Science, History  

Energy & Sustainability  
Wow: Making our own switches 

Outcome: Automatas 

Spring Term 1 

 

Literacy 

Purposes: To inform and to persuade 

Inform – Information leaflet about how an electrical 

circuit works. Persuade – Letter to the Prime 

Minister asking for more wind farms 

Writing Foci:  

- Continue to develop the range and accuracy 

of conjunctions used. 

- Use apostrophes to show both possession 

and abbreviation. 

- Use technical language specific to the topic. 

- Consider the tone of each written piece by 

first discussing its purpose. 

 

Mathematics 

Measurement: Time 

Telling the time, solving time related problems, reading a 

variety of timetables. 

Geometry: 3D shapes 

Names and features of common 3D shapes, using and 

creating nets. 

Number: Decimals 

Using decimals, especially in the context of money. 

Continue to measure using the appropriate tools and units, 

progressing to using a wider range of measures, including 

comparing and using mixed and simple equivalents of mixed 

units.  
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Science 

Circuits and electricity 

What is electricity? How does it work? Can we 

use our knowledge of conductors and insulators to 

create our own working switch? 

Use skills to build towards creating our own ‘Buzz 

Off’ games in Spring Term 2. 

History 

Famous scientists throughout history. 

Why they are significant and were 

they given the recognition they 

deserved during their lifetime? 

 

RE 

Who is Jesus? 

What can his lifestyle teach Christians? 

 

PSHE 

Feelings 

Recognising and responding appropriately to our 

own feelings such as anger and anxiety.  

Friendship 

Reflecting on kindness and cooperation that we 

experience. 

 

 

Computing 

Learn coding techniques with the ‘Hour of Code’. 

Use sequence, selection and repetition in a program. 

 
Design Technology/Art 

 
Creating a working automata with a partner. 

Carefully design and experiment with 

different materials before reaching the 

construction stage. 

 

Music 

The genre of rap. 

Learn the song ‘Stop!’ which is 

about bullying and then create 

alternative rap lyrics. 

SMSC and British Values 
- Learning the rules, routines and expected behaviour in the classroom and developing a sense of enjoyment and fascination in learning about themselves, others and the 

world around them. 

- Understanding of the consequences of their behaviour and actions. 

 

PE 

Tag rugby (Tuesdays) and 

Gymnastics (Thursdays). 


